
Meet your neighbors in the river…

perch
Yellow perch prefer that their water be

clean and calm, so they mostly live in

lakes and the large, still parts of rivers.

They are carnivores that mostly eat other,

smaller species of fish. They have spiny

dorsal fins on their backs that can help to

protect them from being eaten, in turn, by

larger fish. In the springtime, perch hide

their eggs from predators in the aquatic

vegetation that grows in freshwater.

walleye The walleye got its name from its large

eyes with their reflective surface. This

helps them to see better than many other

fish, making them excellent predators -

even in the dark! They prefer to eat other

fish, but will also eat insects, worms, and

crayfish. Walleye’s can grow to be quite

large at more than 10 pounds with the

largest on record weighing in at over 22

pounds!



Meet your neighbors in the river…

brook Trout
The Brook Trout is the state fish of nine different

states, including pennsylvania! Also called the

Speckled Trout and the mud Trout, this fish has a

distinctive marbled pattern and a belly that can

become quite red during spawning. Brook trouts

prefer clear water and are very sensitive to

changes in ph, like that caused by acid rain.

bluegill

Also called bream, bluegills are the most

common of all the sunfishes. They have

smaller heads and rounded bodies - sometimes

referred to as being “pan-shaped”. They

mostly like to eat insects and small

crustaceans like crayfish. Bluegills make for

incredibly protective fathers! When it’s time

for them to lay eggs, the male bluegill will

carve out a small circular nest in the

sediment of shallow water and will

aggressively defend the eggs from any

would-be predators.


