
READING DATA AND USING EVIDENCE

Fencepost Activity
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LET’S REVIEW THE DATA TOOLS GUIDE
o Data like we just saw in the Observation & Discussion exercise, data sets can come from a 

variety of sources – individuals can collect data at a local level or one point in time and then 

combine those observations/data to show data over time or over a larger spatial area.  

o We can also collect data with satellites which provide large areas of remotely sensed 

observations and can even provide global pictures of data/science phenomena. 

o Symbols can be used to convey information in a simple and effective way. Symbols are an 

important part of maps and can represent a range of different types of data. 

o Symbols are described in a legend – a box or other place on the map where there is a key that 

says what each color of symbol means.  
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Crypto: investing & trading
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Crypto: investing & trading



FENCE POST ACTIVITY – DO NOT WRITE 
YOUR NAME ON IT
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o Read each question carefully.

o Make sure you record each symbol/pattern/color in the correct numbered box.

o Don't worry about your artistic abilities, just do your best.

o Feel free to use color.

o When you are done, lay it on the table at the back of the room.



FENCE POST ACTIVITY – FINDING PATTERNS 
AND MAKING MEANING
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o Look at each box, comparing the answers (i.e. all of the answers to question 1)

o What patterns do you notice?

o What do the patterns tell us about our collected data?

o Do you think the patterns would be different in other locations/with other ages/more 

people?

o How might you organize the fenceposts to make it easier to see patterns?

o Do you notice any connections between different answers?
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