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Easton seeks $4M grant to build new Nurture Nature Center on
Bushkill Drive

Matt DeBlass
Jan 12,2022

Photo: The Nurture Nature Facebook page

EASTON, Pa. - The City of Easton will apply for a $4 million federal grant to help build a
new home for a science center on Bushkill Drive, at the site of the former Easton Iron &

Metal scrapyard.

City Council voted at its meeting Wednesday night to seek the grant, which would help
Easton's Nurture Nature Center build a R&W¥&¢ility with educational space, nature trails

Our website uses cookies to enhance your experience and to analyze performance and traffic on our website.

an d d p l.a neta rium on th es |te. We also share some information about your use of our site with our social media, advertising and analytics

partners. »Learn more about our cookies in our Privacy Policy

Customize Settings Accept Cookies

https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/easton-seeks-4m-grant-to-build-new-nurture-nature-center-on-bushkill-drive/article_0df88d2c-741a-11e...  1/5


https://www.wfmz.com/users/profile/Matt%20DeBlass
https://nurturenaturecenter.org/
https://www.wfmz.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.wfmz.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.wfmz.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.wfmz.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.wfmz.com/site/privacy.html

6/4/24, 9:31 AM Easton seeks $4M grant to build new Nurture Nature Center on Bushkill Drive | Lehigh Valley Regional News | wfmz.com

ieral Lafayette 9 Fishbone & Scheer v
Apartments o
Ge e
LR
oh
%“ﬁhe
8° . Iriti
& Deiter Bros Healingo AutomotiveS
Cooling Energy

Easton Dog Park

2 i1
gushikill{

-

3 Ot . q -
el Karl Stirner Ar{Silirail 8g9"_~
= G 7
— r/ o Y
._ g M) [ ~ N/,f' ;
_,.-"". R I F, T - e \ _.r'f
o - Y, / /
L E — S . .
%‘-Eﬁ I :II .r"f __,/ : {
‘i\“:’l.b | _ A e G b
| — ) ! | [
o < S ,./-r | . [ Y e
- \\- . — ~ - .r"l III.r | ) |__;r\i__|
e 2 i ( f W/
o T -"'I- "f’ | - b
. Al > L - W
N e N\ . / &
9 ~N/ T S < &
LR N - '

Local Trending News

Mayor Sal Panto said that getting the grant money would "be step one of probably 100," but
"this is truly an Easton project, and should it come to fruition, it will be good for our young
people.

The grant would come through the U.S. Economic Development Administration. The mayor
said the new facility would promote ecotourism as well as education, potentially seeing
hundreds of thousands of visitors each year.

Rachel Hogan Carr, executive director of the Nurture Nature Center, said one of the goals of
Cookie Consent

the project would be to create a destination for school field trips.
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The center's current Northampton Street location, which was built as an Odd Fellows hall
in 1914, is just not large enough to host large school groups.
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Nurture Nature Executive Director Rachel Hogan Carr presents
to Easton City Council the need for a new home for the science
center.

Matt DeBlass | 69 News
"The building was simply not designed

for this,” Hogan Carr said. "We've

outgrown ourselves.

She said that she and other Nurture Nature board members recently met with
representatives of the city, as well as superintendents from school districts throughout the
Lehigh Valley and Warren, Hunterdon and Morris counties in New Jersey. She added that
many people she met were "ready to write letters of support on the spot.”

Two of the superintendents — David Piperato from Easton Area School District and Sarah

Bilotti from North Warren Regional School District — were present at Wednesday's meeting.

"The amount of programming Nurture Nature is already doing is amazing,” Bilotti said.

She said she believes a lot of schools on both sides of the Delaware River would be happy
to plan field trips to Easton rather than bus students to Newark or Philadelphia.

Residential parking permits

Also at the meeting, Panto announced that council is considering changes to the residential

permit parking program. There will be a public hearing on the proposed change, which
could halt the sale of new permits in sqme cases, at the Jan. 26 council meeting.
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Fourth Street closures

City officials also announced that, starting next week, they will be periodically closing the
southbound lane of Fourth Street due to the construction of the new parking garage being
built across from the police station, between Church and Bank streets.

The closures will only happen at times when the construction crews are moving materials
that are too wide to allow for two-way traffic to pass by safely and will not require any

business closures. The project is expected to last up to 13 weeks.
MORE INFORMATION

Easton's Nurture Nature Center has vision for the former Easton Iron & Metal site
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Easton City Council wraps up meeting in 10 minutes; mayor discusses parking
Easton council approves projects, negotiations with developers to start
Easton holds session for public feedback, the public stays home
Easton City Council approves plan to buy Iron & Metal site
City of Easton set to undergo more renovations in 2022
Easton OKs $3M sale of Pine Street garage to City Center
Easton's Panto plans summit on the 'P' word: parking
Easton parking audit finds 100 permits expired or ineligible
Construction on new downtown Easton parking garage to begin June 1
Easton council OKs plans for new North Fourth Street parking garage

Single lane traffic pattern proposed around Easton’s Centre Square

Matt DeBlass
WFMZ.com Reporter
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