
Container Gardening
What You’ll Need:
•   Good quality soil media 
     (see below).
•  A container with drain holes.
•  Seeds or seedlings.
•  Watering can or hose.
•  Filter fabric or small 

  stones/gravel.

Tips:
•   

•   You can mix different types of plants in the same       
     container, just be sure the plants have similar needs 

Resources: 

Nurture Nature Center, located in Easton, Pennsylvania, created an Urban Garden 
in a small parking area using recycled and found materials to demonstrate low-cost 

growing techniques for small urban areas (walls, balconies, small paved spaces). 

the garden that are easy to replicate and implement in a variety of urban spaces.

Container gardens work well in urban areas 

cooking pots, buckets, etc. - just be sure it’s 
sized well for the roots of the plant you 
want to grow. For example, root vegetables 
will need deeper soil than something 

Start with a clean, dry container. Every container must have 

Use fabric liner or small stone/gravel to act as a filter layer in 

soil media. Ideally your soil is a mix of one part topsoil, one 
part peat moss or compost and one part perlite or coarse 
builder’s sand.

Next add plants or seeds. For plants, make a hole in the soil 
large enough to contain the plant’s roots system. Cover the 
roots and press gently to make sure there are no large air 

packet. When you have everything in place, water the 
container thoroughly.

It’s very important to water containers as needed, which can 

around sunset.

Nurture Nature Center
518 Northampton Street, Easton, PA 18042

610-253-4432   
www.nurturenaturecenter.org


